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The captain of this ship, like all sensible people who have experienced hardships at first hand, had made himself just as comfortable as he possibly could. His cook was an artist, and his chief steward, in the matter of compounding cocktails, had nothing to learn from the most experienced American barman. In the captain's opinion, a concoction known as a Virgin, among the numerous ingredients of which gin supplies the hit motif, is the most satisfactory thing to poison one's self with in the Bed Sea; and after submitting the proposition to the test of numerous experiments, I came to a like conclusion.
Dr. G. A. Richardson, the Consul, was interested and amused by my account of our adventures in Hodeidah. He attached little importance to what had taken place, for the course of events might have been foreseen. Having spent ten years in Hodeidah, and possessing a unique knowledge of the character of the people, he could forecast to a nicety what a Turkish official would think and do in almost any given circumstances. Nor did he think that it would be difficult to induce the authorities to see reason, once we had disabused them of the " spy " idea.
I enjoyed the few days I spent on board very much. Both my companions were raconteurs of a calibre uncommon even in the Bed Sea, where most people who have spent any time, whether ashore or afloat, have something to relate worth the telling. At Kamaran we parted with much regret from our hospitable host, to instal ourselves in the house kept for the reception of the Consul on his visits to the island.
Kamaran, erroneously described on most maps as British, is an island about forty miles north of Hodeidah, belonging to Turkey, and used as a quarantine station for pilgrims on their way to and from Mecca. The pilgrims are segregated in enclosed camps on one side of the island, and kept there for a number of days that varies with the circumstances. There is a distillery and ice-making plant, a well-equipped hospital, and a number of houses for the accommodation of the medical staff.
On the other side there are a small native village and a few date-palms ; but otherwise the island is bare and practically devoid of vegetation, The